
REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
TO:  Committee of the Whole 
 
REPORT DATE: January 22, 2010 
   
TARGET DECISION DATE: January 27, 2010  
 
FROM:  Director of Corporate Services     
 
RE:  Dog Licensing and Control Amendment  
  Bylaw No. 221-2, 2009 
 
FILE NO:  3900-20-221-2, 2009       
 
 
PURPOSE:  To bring forward Dog Licensing and Control Amendment Bylaw No. 221-2, 2009 

as directed by Council 
 
OPTIONS/ALTERNATIVES 
 
1. Recommend to Council that the attached Bylaw No. 221-2, 2009 be adopted. 
2. Recommend further amendments as deemed appropriate prior to Council’s adoption. 
3. Make no amendments to the District’s Dog Licensing and Control bylaw. 
4. Defer pending some other action.  
  
DISCUSSION 
Context/Background 
 
At its January 13, 2010 meeting, Council considered adoption of Bylaw No. 221-2 and 
subsequently resolved: 
  
 “That staff bring forward the original Dog Licensing and Control Amendment 

Bylaw No. 221-2, as presented previously by staff, to the next Committee of the 
Whole meeting.” 

 
The appropriate version of the bylaw is attached. Also attached, for Committee’s ready 
reference, is a consolidated copy of the current District dog licensing and control bylaw and the 
staff report that accompanied the amendment bylaw when it was first presented to Committee. 
 
Policy Implications 
None 
 
Financial Implications 
The license fee increases included in the bylaw will help offset the cost of impoundment contract 
fees and bylaw enforcement administration. 
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Communication Strategy 
Upon final adoption of “Dog Licensing and Control Amendment Bylaw No. 221-2, 2009”, 
notices would be placed in the Municipal Memo, on the District Notice Board, made available at 
the District office, and communicated on the District’s web site. Changes would also be 
communicated to the local branch of the SPCA. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS
 
1. That the report from the Director of Corporate Services regarding Dog Licensing 

       and Control Amendment Bylaw No. 221-2, 2009 dated January 22, 2009 be received. 
 

      2. That it be recommended to Council that Dog Licensing and Control Amendment 
      Bylaw No. 221-2, 2009 be adopted as presented. 

 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Director of Corporate Services 
 
 
Attachments:
Proposed Bylaw 221-2, 2009
2001 Bylaw Consolidation 
Report from the CFO dated December 3, 2009 (Committee of the Whole Meeting-December 9, 2009)



DISTRICT OF SECHELT 
 

DOG LICENSING AND CONTROL AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 221-2, 2009 
 

A bylaw to amend the regulations for the 
licensing and care and control of dogs 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHEREAS the Council of the District of Sechelt has adopted Dog Licensing and Control 
Bylaw No. 221, 1994; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Council deems it desirable to amend Bylaw No. 221, 1994 to increase the 
licensing and impoundment fees and add further provisions for the control of dogs; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the District of Sechelt in open meeting assembled enacts as 
follows: 
 
1. TITLE 
 

This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as “Dog Licensing and Control Amendment 
Bylaw No. 221-2, 2009”. 
 

2. AMENDMENTS 
 

1. Section 3(2) of Bylaw No. 221, 1994 is amended by adding the following 
sentence to the end of the paragraph: 

 
 “The owner of any licensed dog shall, within thirty (30) days of the 

owner’s change of address, notify the District of Sechelt of such 
change of address.” 

 
2. Section 4 of Bylaw No. 221, 1994 is amended by deleting subsection (5).  Section 

4 is further amended by adding the following after subsection (2) and the 
remaining subsections of Section 4 are renumbered accordingly: 

 
 “Responsibilities of Owner – Animal Control and Care”  
 

(3)  No owner of a dog shall permit his or her dog to, without 
provocation:   
(a) chase, bite or attack any person or domesticated animal; or 

 (b) cause damage to any property. 
 

(4)  The owner or possessor of any dog that is lawfully not  
  on a leash shall: 

(a) keep the dog under control by verbal command at  
all times; and 
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(b) ensure that the dog does not cause injury to any person or 
other animal or damage to any property. 
 

(5)  No owner shall keep his or her animal in an unsanitary  
 environment.  

 
(6)  For the purposes of subsection (5), an environment is 

considered unsanitary when it contains objects that may  
 cause injury to any person or animal or where it  
 contains an accumulation of fecal matter, an odour,  
 insect infestation, rodent attractants, or other conditions  
 which endanger the health of any person or animal, or  
 which disturbs or are likely to disturb the enjoyment,  
 comfort or convenience of any person or animal.” 

 
(7)  An owner shall ensure his or her animal is provided with: 

 (a) clean potable drinking water and food of sufficient  
quantity and quality to allow for healthy growth and the  
maintenance of healthy body weight; 

  (b) food and water receptacles kept clean and disinfected  
  and located so as to avoid contamination by excreta; 

   (c) the opportunity for regular exercise sufficient to  
  maintain good health, including daily opportunities to  

be free of a confined area and exercised regularly under  
appropriate control; and 

 (d) necessary veterinary  care when such animal exhibits  
 signs of pain, injury, illness or suffering. 

 
(8)  An owner shall not keep an animal which normally resides  
 outdoors, or which is kept outdoors for extended periods of  
 time, unless such animal is provided with an outdoor shelter: 

   (a) which has a total area that is at least twice the length of  
 the animal in all directions and that also allows the animal  
 to turn around freely and adopt normal resting postures; 

 (b) which ensures protection from heat, cold and dampness  
 that is appropriate to the weight and type of protective outer  

 coat of such animal. 
 (c) which provides sufficient shade to protect the animal from  

 the direct rays of the sun at all times; and 
  (d) which is regularly cleaned and sanitized, and removed of  
   excreta daily. 
 

(9)  No person may cause an animal to be hitched, tied or  
fastened to a fixed object where a choke collar or choke chain  
forms part of the securing apparatus, or where a rope or cord  

  is tied directly around the animal’s neck.  
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(10) No person may cause an animal to be hitched, tied or  
  fastened to a fixed object for longer than 6 hours within a 24  
  hour period.  
 

(11) No person may cause an animal to be confined in an  
enclosed space or vehicle, including a car, without adequate 
ventilation. Such enclosed space or vehicle (if stationary)  
shall be in an area providing sufficient shade to protect the  
animal from the direct rays of the sun at all times. 

 
(12) No person may transport an animal in a vehicle outside the  

passenger compartment or in an uncovered passenger  
compartment unless it is adequately confined or unless it is  
secured in a body harness or other manner of fastening  

   which is adequate to prevent it from falling off the vehicle  
 or otherwise injuring itself. 

 
 3. Section 5 of Bylaw No. 221, 1994 is amended by adding the following after 

subsection (3): 
 
   (4) During the impoundment period, the pound keeper may 
    euthanize, by lethal injection of a barbiturate approved by  
    the British Columbia Veterinary Medical Association, any  
    animal deemed to be seriously ill or injured for humane  

   reasons and in prior consultation with a veterinarian, if all  
   reasonable efforts to contact the owner of the animal have  
   failed. 

    
4. Schedule “A” of Bylaw 221, 1994 is deleted and replaced with the attached 

Schedule “A” forming part of this Bylaw. 
 
READ A FIRST TIME THIS   16th DAY OF   December, 2009  

 
READ A SECOND TIME THIS   16th DAY OF  December, 2009 

 
READ A THIRD TIME THIS  16th DAY OF December, 2009 

 
ADOPTED THIS     DAY OF            

 
_________________________  ________________________ 
Mayor      Corporate Officer 

 
I hereby certify this to be a true and accurate  
copy of “Dog Licensing and Control  
Amendment Bylaw No. 221-2, 2009”. 
__________________ 
Corporate Officer 
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DOG LICENSING AND CONTROL BYLAW 221-2, 2009 
 

SCHEDULE "A" 
 

1. LICENSING 
 
 The following are the combined fees for a Dog Licence and corresponding Dog Tag: 
 

   With Senior 
  Fee Discount  * 

 
a) for each male dog $50.00  $25.00 
b) for each neutered male dog $20.00  $10.00 
c) for each female dog $50.00  $25.00 
d) for each spayed female dog $20.00  $10.00 
e) replacement of lost or stolen Dog Licence or Dog Tag $10.00  $  5.00 
f) for a dog registered under the Guide Animal Act No Charge 

 
* For the purposes of this bylaw a "senior" is anyone of the proven age of at least sixty-five (65) 

years. 
 
 2. IMPOUNDMENT 
 

(a) The following are the Impounding Fees to be paid prior to release of an impounded dog: 
 

(i) Unlicenced Dogs 
i) first impoundment in one calendar year $  60.00 plus board 
ii) second impoundment in one calendar year $  90.00 plus board 
iii) third impoundment in one calendar year $120.00 plus board 
iv) each additional impoundment in one calendar year $150.00 plus board 
 

(ii) Licenced Dogs 
i) first impoundment in one calendar year $  40.00 plus board 
ii) second impoundment in one calendar year $  60.00 plus board 
iii) third impoundment in one calendar year $  80.00 plus board 
iv) each additional impoundment in one calendar year $100.00 plus board 

 
(b) The fee for board while impounded $  15.00 per day 
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